
Interactive Whiteboards 

Bring your presentations to life! Whether in the classroom or the boardroom, interactive 

whiteboards create an attractive and simple way to bring life spreadsheets, documents, images and 

video. 

The presenter is able to annotate over images and graphs, work with standard tools such as the 

Microsoft Offfice suite of products (Word, Exel, Powerpoint), watch videos, create presentations and 

save or email the annotations. 

The most basic system functions on FOUR components: 

• Computer 

• Projector 

• Screen 

• Receiver Unit 

 

Computer 

 

Almost any basic computer will do, whether a laptop or desktop. Each interactive system is supplied 

with a disc that contains all the software necessary to operate it. Installation is easy and 

accomplished by following the step by step instructions.  

 

    
  

Projector 

 

Various options are available from a fairly basic and moderate resolution projector temporarily 

placed on a desk to high resolution projectors mounted on the ceiling. Projectors can project from a 

few meters away onto the screen or “short throw” from almost immediately above the screen. 

 

Below is a normal projector that could be placed on a desk to project onto a screen, or alternatively, 

mounted permanently with a ceiling bracket. 

 



    
 

Another option is to use a short throw projector which can be mounted immediately above the 

screen onto which it should project. The advantage of these systems is that they are less affected by 

ambient light in the room and therefor don’t throw shadows, but they do cost more! 

 

   
 

Screen 

 

A basic interactive whiteboard system can use any flat and white surface as the interactive screen. 

Ideally, the surface should be non-reflective and not be exposed to too much ambient light. These 

systems use a special pen which interacts with the receiver, so that whatever you are doing with the 

pen is translated by the receiver and computer system onto the screen. 



 

 

More advanced systems use touch sensitive screens so no stylus is necessary. Users can use their 

fingers and/or a stylus, and many screens accommodate multi-touch – where more than one user 

can be touching the screen at the same time. 

 

Receiver Unit 
 

The receiver unit is necessary when using a simple interactive whiteboard system. In the case of 

touch sensitive screens, the screen itself communicates the user’s actions to the computer system, 

but when a stylus is used a receiver unit communicates the actions of the stylus to the computer 

system. 



 
 


